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Memorandum of U nderstanding 

Foreword 

ACTUAR - Association for Cooperation and Development, an NGO based in Portugal, founded in 
2007, works particularly in the Community of Portuguese Speaking Countries (CPLP) in the areas of 
food security and nutrition, agro-ecology, sustainable food systems, traditional knowledge associated 
with biodiversity and socia! technologies. ACTUAR facilitates the MSC-CONSAN, the regional Civil 
Society Mechanism at the Regional Council for Food Security and Nutrition in the CPLP. The 
coordination of the regional initiative SIPAM-CPLP (Globally Important Agricultural Heritage 
Systems in CPLP) was attributed to the MSC-CONSAN, in 2017. 

The INNER - lnternational Network of Eco-Regions is the intemational association of Bio-districts. 
The Bio-districts (or Eco-Regions) experience was originated by the Italian Association of Organic 
Agriculture; today, 15 Bio-districts are operating in severa! Italian regions and similar experiences are 
being \aunched also in Portugal, France, Austria, Switzer\and. Bio-districts act based on the principles 
and methods of the organic production and consumption; each Bio-district is marked by lifestyle, 
nutrition, human relations, nature. It results that agricultural productions are more valuable and 
typically characterized, hence more appreciated by the market. 

Since the working objectives of both organizations are complementary, this Memorandum of 
Understanding is composed aiming to strengthen its collaborative and combined action. 

In this sense, 

ACTUAR - Association for Cooperation and Development, hereinafter referred to as 
"ACTUAR", based in INOPOL, Escola Superior Agraria de Coimbra, Bencanta, Portugal, 
VAT number 508106273 , 

And 

INNER - Intemational Network of Eco-Regions, hereinafter referred to as " rNNER", based in 
in Roma, Largo Dino Frisullo snc, VAT number 97825860584, 

Sign this Memorandum ofUnderstanding, which is governed by the following clauses: 

Clause 1 - Objective 

ACTUAR and INNER express the common goal of implementing a partnership to develop joint 
actions for the promotion of sustainable food systems, through an integrated approach of the Bio
districts network in the Portuguese Speaking Countries, which focus on the valorization ofthe GIAHS 
experience and their traditional knowledge background, in the framework of international wider 
challenges. 

Clause 2 - Governance Structure 

The Steering Committee of this Memorandum shall be composed of two representative to be 
appointed by each of the signatories. Both signatories agree to establish a communication mechanism 
of ad-hoc meetings and fixed contacts for better coordination. Specific working-groups can be created 
for the implementation of several joint actions. 

lnvitations to participate as observers in the Steering Committee's meetings and working groups will 
be addressed to the witnesses of the present Memorandum of Understanding (namely, CPLP 
Executive Secretariat, FAO office in the CPLP and Portuguese Ministry of Agriculture, Forest and 
Rural Development). 
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Clause 3 -Activities 

This Memorandum includes the following activities: 
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a) Joint preparation of a Strategie Pian articulated and concerted actions for the development 
of a fundraising programme, for joint development of GIAHS / Bio-districts Regional and 
National Action-plans in CPLP; 

b) Development of joint fundraising proposals for bilatera) and triangular cooperation 
initiatives; 

e) ldentification and joint development of a regional CPLP action pian GIAHS / Bio
districts to methodologically orient, monitor and give technical assistance to each national 
Action-Plan jointly developed; 

d) Undertake joint action-research on territorial approach to development, capable to correct 
the limits of policies and the actual development and cooperation practices, and raise 
awareness on the need of a new cooperation approach that values the exchange of 
innovative experiences and territorial practices already undertaken which are open to the 
involvement ofmultiple actors and projects; 

e) Development and implementation of territorial systems of services supporting the 
transition towards sustainable food systems; 

t) Other activities to be identified in thematic areas related to agro-ecology, agro
biodiversity and associated traditional knowledge, organic systems, agricultural heritage 
systems, climate change, environment, among others. 

The activities to be undertaken will be detailed and budgeted case by case, by a technical team 
appointed by both signatories to that effect. 

Both organizations will invite each other to intemational events organized by them in the areas 
conceming this Memorandum of Understanding. 

Clause 4 - Duration 

This Memorandum of Understanding shall take effect from the date of signature and has the duration 
of 36 months, automatically renewable for equa) period except when one of the signatories manifests 
in writing the intention to terminate it, through a formai registered letter sent 60 days before its term. 

Clause 5 - Final Provisions 

The uncertainties and on11ss1ons resulting from the application and implementation of this 
Memorandum shall be settled by agreement between its signatories. 

~CTU~R and_ INNER agre_e with the established Memorandum of Understanding which is to be 
s1gned m duplicate and retamed by each party member and shall come into effect from the date of 
signing. 
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ldanha-a-Nova, July 20th 2019 

(ACTU 

Witnesses: 

(Idanha-a-Nova City C0t!ncil - Portugal) 

Tu 
(Secretary of State - Ag 

retariat- Direction ofCooperation) 

(FAO office in the CPLP) 


